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THE SAGTIKOS MANOR, 
Pocioe. REP AWOKE WESTeES CIP: 
LOX GISEANDENEW a¥ ORK 


“WILLIAM THE THIRD by the grace of God King of | 
England, Scotland, tfrance and Ireland, defender of the 
ttaithe. TO ALL to whom these presents shall come Send- 
eth Greeting. WHEREAS our Loving Subject Collonell 
Stevanus Cortlander hath by his petition presented unto our 
Trusty and Well beloved Collonell Benjamin ffletcher our 
Captain Generall and Governour in Chief of our Province of 
New York and Territorys Depending thereon in America 
prayed our grant and confirmation of a certain Neck of Land 
Lying and being situate on our Island of Nassau, on the 
South Side of Huntington in our County of Suffolk, Com- 
monly called and known by the Indian Name Saghtekoos, 
and by Christians called Appletree Neck being bounded on 
the West Side of Oake Neck Creek to an Indian foot path 
and on the North by the foot path to Saghtekoos Creek and 
Easterly by the said Saghtekoos Creek as it runs to Bay and 
Southerly by the bay to the aforesaid Oake Neck Creek Con- 
taining the quantity of one hundred and fifty acres, which by 
our warrant and License was purchased of the Native In- 
dians, which reasonable request we being willing to grant. 
KNOW YEE that of our Special Grace certain knowledge 
and mere motion wee have given granted ratified and con- 
firmed and by these Presents Doe for us our heirs and suc- 
cessors give, grant ratifie and confirme unto our said Loving 
Subject, Stevanus Cortland all the aforesaid Neck of land 
within the Limits and bounds aforesaid.” 


Thus begins the manorial grant, with the great seal of 
William & Mary, dated June 2, 1697. The deed of purchase 
from the Indians in 1692 is also in existence. | 

The manor-house was built in 1697. Stephen Van Cort- 
landt returned to his estate on the Hudson River where he 
died November 25, 1700, and Sagtikos was sold to Timothy 
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Carll or Carle of Huntington, September 27, 1706* by Mrs. 
Stephanus Van Cortlandt (Gertrude Schuyler) and her sons. 

The Carll family sold it to Jonathan Thompson in 1738. 
Rev. William Thompson was born in 1597, graduated at 
Brasenose College, Oxtord, January 28th, 1619, and removed 
to New England in 1634. He first settled at Agamenticus, 
now York, Maine, whence he removed, in 1636, to Dor- 
chester, Mass., and on September 24th, 1639, was ordained 
first pastor of Braintree, then called Mount Wollaston. In 
October, 1642, he was sent as a missionary to Virginia, in 
company with the Rev. Thomas James of New Haven, and 
the Rev. John Knowles otf Watertown. 

It appears that soon after their arrival, the grand assembly 
of Virginia passed an act, prohibiting the preaching of the 
doctrine of the Puritans, ordering that all those who would 
not conform to the Church of England, should leave the 


-country by a certain day. In consequence of this act, they 


could only address their people in private houses. The latter 
clause of the order was not carried into effect on account of 
the troubles produced by the Indian massacre of April, 1643, 
soon after which, these ministers, with many other persons, 
returned to New England. 

During Mr. Thompson's absence his wife died, January, 
1643, leaving a family of young children. who, says Governor 
Winthrop, “were scattered. but well disposed of among his 
godly friends. Of these, John, probably the eldest son. was 
placed in the Brewster family; Jonathan, supposed to have 
been the second son, resided with his Uncle James at Woburn, 
and was the great, great-grandfather of the distinguished 
philosopher, Sir Benjamin Thompson, better known as Count 
Rumford; Joseph, born at Braintree, May Ist, 1640, settled 
at Billerica, Mass., where he died in 1732,-and Benjamin. the 
youngest child, born July 14th, 1642, graduated at Harvard 
College, 1662. 

The Rev. William Thompson is spoken of by Governor 
Winthrop as a very gracious, sincere man. He died at 
Braintree. Dec. 10th, 1666. 

John Thompson, son of William, came to Long Island in 
1656. and settled at Setauket, being one of the fifty-five 
original proprietors of the town of Brookhaven. He became, 


* [From Timothy Carle the property descended to his eldest son 
Ananias who willed it to his son Sela Carle. The latter sold the whole 
tract to Jonathan Thompson, of Brookhaven, May 4. 1758, for £1200. 
Pelletreau, Hist. of L. I. 1903, II. p. 245.—Ed. Note.] 
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by repeated allotments of land, and by purchase, owner of 
considerable real estate, which he divided among his children. 

He resided near the public green, and was, according to all 
accounts, an upright, intelligent and industrious man, and 
held in high estimation by his fellow townsmen, who elected 
him frequently to responsible town offices. He died October 
I4th, 1688, leaving three sons, William, Anthony and Sam- 
uel, and several daughters, one of whom, Elizabeth, married 
Job Smith, one of the sons of Richard, the patentee of 
Smithtown. 

Samuel, the voungest son, born March 4th, 1668, married 
Hannah, daughter of the Rev. Nathaniel Brewster, and 
widow of John Muncy, son of Francis, also one of the origi- 
nal town proprietors. Her mother, Sarah Brewster, was a 
daughter of the celebrated Roger Ludlow, Esq., a lawyer of 
high standing, who was one of the founders of Dorchester, 
Mass., deputy governor of that colony in 1634, and who, by 
desire of Connecticut, was framer of the first code of laws for 
that province. 

Hannah, wife of Samuel Thompson, was born May 19th, 
1679, and received a superior education for that period. His 
death took place July 14th, 1749, and that of his wite Novem- 
ber 17th, 1755. He was, in all respects, a very exemplary 
man, a leading individual in the Presbyterian Church, and 
frequently served in the office of trustee in the town. 

He had two sons, Jonathan and Isaac, and five daughters. 
.-.... Isaac, the youngest son of Samuel, went to sea, 
and was never heard of afterwards. Jonathan, the eldest 
son, remained at Setauket, and inherited the real-estate of 
Mis tfather. © -. its. x 

Jonathan was born October 25th, 1710, and married Sep- 
tember 30th, 1734, Marv, eldest daughter of Richard Wood- 
hull, 3rd. She was, of course, first cousin to General Na- 
thaniel Woodhull, and was born April llth, 1711. Mr. 
Thompson was like his father an extensive farmer, and off- 
ciated in the office of justice of the peace for nearly forty 
vears. He was a man of exemplary prudence. a lover of 
peace, and shared through life, the esteem and confidence of 
all his fellow citizens. His death oecurred June 5th, 1786, 
and that of his widow Jan. 30th, 1801. 

She was a person of gentle disposition, and possessed manv 
estimable qualities. which justly endeared her to all her ac- 
quaintance. They had four sons and two daughters....... 

Isaac, second son of Jonathan, was born Jan. 18th, 1743, 
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and settled in 1758, upon a farm at Islip, called by the In- 
dians SAGHTEKOOS, by the English APPLE TREE 
NECK, DT ie os Mr. Thompson died here Jan. 30th, 1816. 
His first wife was Mary, daughter of Col. Abraham Gardi- 
ner, of East Hampton, whom he married June 4th, 1772, 
and by whom he had two sons, Jonathan and Abraham G. 
Thompson....... 

Jonathan Thompson was born Dec. 7th, 1773, married 
Elizabeth, daughter of James Havens, of Shelter Island. and 
had seven children, namely, David, who married Sarah D.. 
daughter of John Lyon Gardiner, seventh proprietor of Gardi- 
ner’s Island; George \W., Jonathan, Abraham G., Mary, who 
married Samuel B. Gardiner, Esq., of East Hampton (after- 
wards proprietor of Gardiner’s Island) ; and Elizabeth. His 
second son, Junius, born January 31st, 1800, was educated a 
physician, and died unmarried March 24th, 1831.* 

Another child (not mentioned by the compiler) died sud- 
denly, the result of an accident, on April 21st, 1822. This 
was Henry Isaac Thompson, born August 30th, 1821. 

On his gravestone in the little ivy-covered burial-ground 
enclosed by a handsome iron fence at Sagtikos Manor is 
inscribed this touching epitaph: 


~ “Thou wert so like a form of light 
That heaven benignly called thee hence, 
Ere yet the world could breathe one blight 
O’er thy sweet innocence 
And thou that brighter home to bless, 
Art passed with all thy loveliness.” 


Frederick Diodati Thompson, youngest son of David 
Thompson, owner of a share of the Sagtikos property, de- 
cided in 1894 to buy out the other heirs, thus becoming sole 
proprietor of the entire tract of land. 

There appeared an article by him in “The New York 
Genealogical and Biographical Record” in January 1896 en- 
titled: “The Family of Thompson of the County of Suffolk, 
N. Y.”—An abstract follows: 

(4) “Jonathan Thompson purchased for his son, Isaac, 
in 1758, the estate on the South side of the island known 
as Sagtikos Patent or Manor, on a neck of land called 
Appletree Neck. For this beautiful property he paid 
-£1.200 New York money, which sum he brought over 


* See Thompson’s History of Long Island. 
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from the North side in his saddle-bags on a handsome gray 
horse. 


“The original charter or patent for this property, dated 
1697, from King William III, signed by Colonel Benja- 
mun Fletcher. then governor of New York, with the great 
seal of the province attached, is still in the possesion of the 
family. The quit rent was one shilling a year in lieu of 
all services whatever.” 


Isaac was a magistrate for more than forty years, a judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas, and a representative of the 
County of Suffolk in the Assembly in 1795. He was a man 
of sincere piety and the strictest integrity. His manners were 
mild, elegant and courteous. and in the discharge of all his 
official duties he manifested sound judgment “united with 
firmness and impartiality. 

Judge Thompson was active during the Revolutionary War 
in organizing the militia and was chairman of the Islip com- 
mittee. He wrote several letters to the Continental Congress 
in relation to aifairs on Long Island. 

In 1777 more than three hundred light horse on their way 
east, bivouacked tor the night on the estate of Judge Thomp- 
son, and made, as usual, free use of his property. The com- 
manding officers, among whom was Sir Henry Clinton, in 
their tours of the island, frequently stayed at Sagtikos. On 
one occasion the house was assaulted in the night by some 
British sailors belonging to a vessel of war, and Judge 
Thompson was himself dragged by a rope around his neck 
across the highway, and threatened with death, but was saved 
by one of their number saving that, as he was a magistrate 
under the king, they should not hang him. He was also fired 
at while going upstairs to the attic with a lighted candle in 
his hand. Again he was saved, as the bullet. instead of find- 
ing its mark, “lodged in the boarding at the side of the stair- 
case. The marauders took with them some of the Judge’s 
furniture and carried it on board of a frigate at New York. 
but he succeeded in having it restored to him after much 
trouble. 

Honorable Isaac Thompson was the founder of the Presby- 
terian Church of Babylon. His grandson, David Thompson, 
presented an ancient bell to this church in 1838, which origi- 
nally hung in a Spanish Convent. It had a fine silver tone, 
but was not considered loud enough. and was therefore sub- 
sequently sold and replaced by one of American manufacture. 

As before stated, Judge Thompson’s first wife was Mary 
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Gardiner of East Hampton, and it has been related, that after 
his marriage he brought his bride to sagtikos on a pillion 
behind him on his horse. 

Jonathan, already mentioned, was the elder of their two 
sons. He became a distinguished merchant in New York 
City, under the firm name of Gardiner & Thompson, being 
in partnership with Dr. Nathaniel Gardiner. They were in 
the West India importing business, which they carried on 
very extensively, but being unfortunate, the firm was dis- 
solved, and Mr. Thompson continued it under his own name. 

As a politician previous to and during the war of 1812 
Mr. Thompson was prominent in the old Democratic Repub- 
lican party of that period, favoring the war (he held the 
commission of Captain in 1813. Previously, in 1803, he had ° 
been an ensign in an independent company), and officiating 
for ten succcessive years as chairman ot the Republican Gen- 
eral Committee, at that time a very important position. As 
such he presided at the first public meeting held in Tammany 
Hall. In consequence of his long services as presiding officer, 
he received the appellation of the “Ev erlasting Chairman”. 
He was the intimate friend of five different Presidents of the 
United States, and held a high position in the fashionable 
society of that dav. 

November 24th, 1813. he was appointed by President James 
Madison eollector. of direct taxes and internal duties, under 
the Act of July 22nd. 1813, and continued as such until the 
closure of the office in 1819. December 20th, 1820, he was 
appointed by President Monroe, by and with the consent of 
the Senate, collector of the customs for the district of New 
York, to which office he was re-appointed by the same chief 
magistrate, January 13th, 1825. and again re-appointed by 
John Quincy Adams January 27th, 1829, and removed by 
President Andrew Jacks son April 25th, 1829, in order to 
award the office to his (the President’s) particular friend 
Samuel Swarthout, who proved a defaulter to a large amount. 

During the official connection of Jonathan Thompson with 
the government, his fidelitv and accuracy were so remarkable. 
that. with all the rigid scrutiny exercised by the examiners at 
Washington, no error was found except one of-ten cents dis- 
covered during the administration of Mr. Adams. About the 
time that strenuous efforts were being made to effect his 
removal from office on political grounds, he having favored 
the election of William H. Crawford to the Presidency, Mr. 
Adams had so much confidence in the integrity of Mr. 
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Thompson, as proven by the correctness of his accounts, that 
he declined removing him, and at an interview in New York 
personally related the whole story. From 1829 he was in no 
public position, but continued the warehousing business in the 
valuable ‘Thompson Stores’, which he owned in Brooklyn. 
He added to the river front and erected new buildings. 

In 1840 he was chosen president of the Manhattan Com- 
pany at the time of its financial embarrassment, and by his 
prudence and able management it was reinstated among divi- 
dend paying institutions. He continued in this office until his 
death, December 30th, 1846, aged seventy-three years and 
twenty-three days. 

Mr. Thompson was unosteniatious in manners; he courted 
no popularity, yet carried with him no stinted share of that 
respect which belongs to genuine worth, and dying leit be- 
hind him a name, which relatives and friends have never 
heard, and never will hear connected with aught but expres- 
sions of approbation and esteem.” 

The following verses are copied from a poem by Mrs. 
Saltus, descriptive of the visitors at a certain fashionable 
summer hotel; these particular lines referring to David 
Thompson, eldest son of the above-named Jonathan, and 
were written about 1850: 


‘The Thompsons’ descendants of Long Island’s glory, 
Whose ancestors fame ascends from the sod, 

His name is ennobled in Manhattan's story 
By virtue and justice, the good gifts of God. 


His mantle of honor on his son has descended, 
The richest inheritance mortal can hold; 

For vain are escutcheons if truth is not blended 
Amid their devices in letters of gold.’ 


Honorable Jonathan Thompson and his wife, who was 
Elizabeth Havens of Shelter Island, N. Y., are interred in 
the family burying ground at Sagtikos Manor. 

David. eldest son of Jonathan was born Mav 3rd, 1798, 
married Sarah Diodati, daughter of John Lyon Gardiner, 7th 
Lord of the Manor of Gardiner’s Island, and sister of Hon- 
orable Samuel B. Gardiner, who married Mr. Thompson’s 
sister. 

~David Thompson was well known to all old New Yorkers. 
He received a thorough classical education when voung. and 
at the age of eighteen entered his father’s office. Two vears 
afterwards he was made cashier of the Custom House, where 
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he remained eight years, and then successsively became 
Cashier of the Fulton Bank, Cashier and Vice-President of 
the Bank of America (which was the successor of the old 
Bank of the United States) under the late George Newbold, 
and President of the New York Life Insurance and Trust 
Company. 

This latter institution he took charge of after they had 
sustained large losses from the dishonesty of a former offi- 
cer, and by judicious and careful management made the com- 
pany the foremost of its kind in the city, the shares having 
increased in value from eighty per cent. to six hundred. 

He remained connected with the company until his death, 
which occurred February 22, 1871, a period of nearly twenty- 
five years. 

Mr. Thompson was a gentleman of fine appearance, high- 
minded, honorable, and a sincere Christian. 

His funeral took place from his residence, 25 Lafayette 
Place, on Saturday, Feb. 25th. The following prominent citi- 
zens acted as pall-bearers: John David Wolfe, John Q. Jones, 
Thomas W. Ludlow, Moses Taylor, William B. Astor, Rob- 
ert Ray, William A. Aspinwall and Joseph Sampson.” 


* “Frederick Diodati Thompson was the youngest son of 
David Thompson. He was born in New York, December 
17th, 1847, in Lafayette Place, then a fashionable quarter. 

It was there amid a delightful, harmonious home circle that 
the greater part of his life was passed, and until the char- 
acter of Lafayette Place changed under the northward ex- 
pansion of trade, when the family moved uptown. 

Mr. Frederick D. Thompson’s education was obtained in 
one of the leading private schools of the day, and in moral 
training he had all that was the best in the example of the 
Christian lives of his parents. As a pupil he was obedient 
and diligent, evincing a special interest in history, an aptitude 
for which he probably inherited from his mother, the daugh- 
ter of John Lyon Gardiner, seventh proprietor of Gardiner’s 
Island. She was a lady of unusual gentleness and sweetness 
of character, endowed with a remarkably retentive memory 
for much that appertained to the traditionary history of Con- 
necticut and Long Island, but especially to the beautiful and 
romantic domain—the home of her girlhood. Of numismatics 


* From an obituary notice of FREDERICK DIODATI THOMP- 
SON in The New York Genealogical and Biographical Record, April 
1907, written by General James Grant Wilson. 
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he was fond, and while still a bov, he formed the nucleus of 
what later became a valuable collection of coins and medals. 

On the completion of his studies, he entered the law school 
of Columbia College, from which institution he was gradu- 
ated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws. 

Though admitted to the bar of New York, he never prac- 
ticed his profession, but relinquished it to engage in financial 
pursuits. For a number of years he was identified with the 
Bank of America. Retiring from active business, Mr. Thomp- 
son devoted his time to literary work; to travel at home and 
abroad, to the publication of the Magazine of American His- 
tory, which he owned, and to the management of his estate 
on Long Island. His summers were generally spent at Bar 
Harbor, Newport and Lenox. During the last fifteen years 
of his life, however, he made many visits abroad, taking part 
in social functions in London, Paris, Homburg and Aix-les- 
Bains. 

His most important contribution to literature is a beauti- 
fully illustrated volume entitled: “In the Track of the Sun”, 
in which he describes his experience in a tour around the 
world. 

On motion of Benjamin Brewster, Attorney-General dur- 
ing Harrison’s administration, Mr. Thompson was admitted 
to the bar of the Supreme Court of the United States; and 
Abdul Hamid II, Sultan of Turkey, appointed him Commis- 
sioner of the Ottoman Empire to the Columbian Exhibition 
at Chicago in 1893. In recognition of services rendered in 
that connection, the Sulton bestowed upon him the Imperial 
Ottoman Order of the Medjidie, and at a subsequent time 
that of the Osmanii. 

Mr. Thompson never turned a deaf ear to the appeals of 
charity, but was always ready to assist in the amelioration of 
the indigent. Nowhere was he more appreciated as a phi- 
lanthropist than in Lucca, Italy, the home of his Italian 
ancestors, to which he presented in 1900 the sum of 50,000 
lire for the construction of an ambulance for the Hospital 
of the Society of the Misericordia, and for the extension of 
humane work. 

For his aid as a philanthropist in Italy, Pope Leo XIII 
conferred upon him the title of Count of the Holy See; and 
in virtue of his descent from the family of Diodati of Lucca, 
the title of count was also bestowed upon him by the King 
of Italy. ~ 

Mr. Thompson was a chevalier of the Order of the Holy 
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Sepulchre of Jerusalem, and a member of the Order of the 
Cincinnati, of the National Academy of Design, the New 
York Historical Society, St. George’s Society, Sons of the 
Revolution and ot the tollowing New York social organiza- 
tions: the Knickerbocker, Metropolitan and Union Clubs; 
also of the College fraternity of Delta Psi. 

In Sagtikos Manor Mr. Thompson took a just pride, add- 
ing to the original house, built in 1697, so that the new parts, 
being in strict accordance with the old, insure to the whole 
the character of a mansion of the Colonial period. It wit- 
nessed many stirring events during the War of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, and Washington here spent the night of the 
21st of April, 1790, after his first election to the presidency, 
when he made a tour of Long Island. 

The house is filled with mementos of the past, family por- 
traits, and souvenirs of foreign travel. 

From the family of Diodati of Lucca, Mr. Thompson was 
descended through his maternal grandmother, Sarah Gris- 
wold of Lyme, Connecticut, who married John Lyon Gardi- 
ner of Gardiner’s Island. Her mother was a daughter of 
Rev. Stephen Johnson of Lyme, and his wife Elizabeth 
Diodate of New Haven, whose father William Diodate came 
from England, where his name was anglicized. He was de- 
scended from Cornelio Diodati, who settled in Lucca. in 1300. 
The Diodati family is now extinct in all the male branches 
except one in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Mr. Thompson was a well-read man, and having travelled 
in many lands, besides passing much of his time in Europe. 
where he enjoyed an acquaintanceship with men prominent 
in art, letters and science, he was an agreeable and cultivated 
companion. In temperament he was calm, self-reliant, lozical 
in his reasoning, and possessing qualities peculiarly his own. 
Though by nature conservative, in his sentiments he, never- 
theless, kept abreast of the progressive spirit of the age, 
viewing all matters of public and private interest in an un- 
prejudiced, broad-minded light. 

United to these attributes were his sterling qualities of 
honesty and integrity; a love of veracity; a hatred of fraud 
and deception of whatsoever nature. 


The beautiful estate of 1206 acres was left to David Gardi- 
ner, who also inherited many of Mr. Thompson’s most valu- 
able heirlooms when he passed away, October 10th, 1906, at 
his residence in New York. 
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David Gardiner was living in Paris, France, at the time of 
his uncle’s decease, and immediately sailed for America to 
take up his duties as one of the executors named in the will. 

His mother, Sarah Gardiner Thompson, was the daughter 
of David Thompson and Sarah Diodati Gardiner. 

In the New York Genealogical and Biographical Record 
for October, 1892 (Vol. XXIII, page 160), is a most inter- 
esting article on “The Gardiner Family and the Lordship and 
Manor of Gardiner’s Island”, written by David Gardiner 
after the death of his father in May of that year. It con- 
tains a fine steel engraved portrait of Colonel David Lion 
Gardiner, whose sister, Julia Gardiner, was the second wife 
of President John Tyler. 

David Gardiner, born on Staten Island, N. Y., April 7th, 
1861, was educated in America and in Europe. Like his 
uncle, he never married, and was distinguished by a courtly 
manner and gentle bearing. Whether they were of an exalted 
or humble walk in life, his attitude toward those with whom 


-he came in contact was invariably considerate, courteous, 


gracious and unaffected. His tastes were literary and artis- 
tic. An enthusiastic amateur photographer, he won prizes for 
the excellence of his work, in competitions abroad, where he 
travelled extensively for pleasure. 

It may easily be understood, from the few details here 


_ given, how great was the change in Mr. Gardiner’s mode of 


life when he found himself suddenly a landed proprietor, with 
its attendant responsibilities and with no previous experience 
of his own. However. his usual intelligent grasp of things 
stood him in good stead. He immediately turned to the study 
of agriculture, assuming successfully the duties of a country 
gentleman, and was frequently seen in the saddle, inspecting 
the cultivated portion of his domain, or directing the super- 
intendent, already some years in his late uncle’s employ. 

Sagtikos Farm was brought by David Gardiner, through 
modern methods, to a high degree of cultivation, the dairy 
being a special feature. 

The estate formed a narrow strip stretchine northward— 
a distance of eight miles from the Great South Bay—of which 
the widest part is on the water front, but Mr. Gardiner, hav- 
ing decided on a deed of gift to the State for a Park and 
Parkway, the area is somewhat lessened at this time of 
writing. 

On May 25th, 1927, the manor-house was thrown open by 
its hospitable owner to receive the historical committee of the 
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Long Island Chamber of Commerce, with guests, who toured 
the tsland, following the route taken by George Washington 
one hundred and thirty-seven vears earlier. 

The month of November tollowing witnessed the tragic 
passing of Mr. David Gardiner, of heart tailure, on the occa- 
sion ot the dedication of the new Parish House of St. Peter's 
Episcopal Church at Bay Shore. It was the evening of No- 
vember 18th and as Chairman of the building committee he 
had just handed the key to the Rector while making an 
address. 

' The funeral took place at St. Luke’s Church, East Hamp- 
ton, and the interment was in the Gardiner plot in the old 
South End Burial Ground. 

At West Islip his public spirit, unselfishness and integrity 
were well known to his friends, who appreciated his many 
good qualities, and mourned the loss of that genial presence 
in the community, where, every summer during a period of 
nineteen years, true to his trust, he was found in residence 
at the manor. 

David Gardiner was a member of the Union and Metro- 
politan Clubs of New York, the Society of Colonial Wars, 
the Colonial Order of the Acorn and the Order of Colonial 
Lords of Manors in America. 

With the crossing of the new Sunrise Highway and an- 
other, soon to be constructed. south of the Montauk Division 
of the railroad, between Babylon and Islip,—including the 
already mentioned State Park and Parkway.—Sagtikos has 
been jforced to bow to the so-called “march of progress” 
owing to its proximity to the metropolis, a distance of forty 
miles only. 

The manor was left by Mr. Gardiner to his sister. Sarah 
Diodati Gardiner, who endeavors to keep up the family tradi- 
tions without attempting to supervise the cultivation of fields 
or the management of a dairy. These have been leased to 
a farmer for a period of ten years. 

It may be added, in conclusion, that Sagtikos Manor still 
comprises a tract of land over nine hundred acres in extent, 
and is considered to be one of the few farms on Long Island 
under continuous cultivation since the reign of W illiam and 
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APPENDIX 
TEXT OF MANORIAL GRANT 


WILLIAM THE THIRD BY the grace of God King of 
England Scotland, tfrance and Ireland defender of the ffaithe 
Lo all to whom these presents shall come Sendeth Greeting. 
Whereas our Loving Subject Collonell Stevanus Cortlander 
hath by his petition presented unto our Trusty and Well be- 
loved Collonell Benjamin ffletcher our Captain Generall and 
Governour in Chief of our Province of New York and Ter- 
ritorys Depending thereon in America prayed our grant and 
confirmation of a certaine Neck of land Lying and being situ- 
ate on our Island of Nassau on the South Side of Hunting- 
ton in our County of Suffolk Commonly called and known by 
the Indian Name Saghtekoos and by Christians called Apple- 
tree Neck being bounded on the West Side by Oake Neck 
Creek to an Indian foot path and on the North by the foot 
path to Saghtekoos Creek and Easterly by the said Saghtekoos 
Creek as it runs to the Bayand Southerly by the bay to the 
aforesaid Oake Neck Creek Containing the quantity of one 
hundred and fifty acres which by our warrant and Lycense 
was purchased of the Native Indians which reasonable re- 
quest we being willing to grant. KNOW YEE that of our 
Special Grace certain knowledge and mere motion wee have 
given granted ratified and confirmed and by these Presents 
Doe for us our heirs and successors give grant ratifie and con- 
firme unto our said Loving Subject Stevanus Cortland all the 
aforesaid Neck of land within the Limitts and bounds afore- 
said Together with all and singular the woods, under woods, 
trees, timber, fields. pasture, swamps, marshes, meadows, 
waters, water courses, rivers, rivulets, runns, streams, pools, 
ponds, lakes, Including also the aforesaid Creeks, so farr as 
the Said Neck of land doth extend into the Bay, ffishing, 
ffowling, Hunting, and Hawkeing and other profits, benefits, 
rights, priviledges, comodities advantages, Hereditaments. 
Appurtenances, whatsoever to the aforedescribed Neck of 
land within the Limitts and bounds aforesaid Belonging or 
in any ways appertaining. To have and to Hold all the afore- 
described neck of land within the Limitts and bounds afore- 
said Together with all and singular the woods, underwoods, 
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trees, timber, fields, pastures, swamps, marshes, meadow, 
water, water courses, rivers, and rivulets, runns, streams, 
pools, ponds, lakes Including the aforesaid Creeks So farr as 
the said Neck of Land doth extend into the Bay ffishing, 
ffowling, Hunting, and Hawkeing, And all other prohts, 
Benefits, rights, privileges, Comodities, advantages, Heredita- 
ments, appurtenances, whatsoever to the aforedescribed Neck 
of land within the limitts and Bounds aforesaid Belonging, 
or in any way apurtaining unto the said Stevanus Cortland 
His Heirs and assigns, to the sole and only proper use, bene- 
fitte, Behoofe, of him the said Stevanus Cortland his Heirs 
and Assigns forever. 

TO BEE HOLDEN of us Our Heirs and successors in 
ffree and Common Soccage as of Our Mannor of East 
Greenwich in our County of Kent within Our Realm of 
England yielding Rendering and paying therefor yearly and 
every year for ever unto Our Heirs and Successors at Our 
city of New Yorke on the feast day of the Annunciation of 
our Blessed Virgin Mary the yearly rent of One Shilling 
Currant money of our said province in Lieu and Stead of all 
other rents services dues, dutys, and demands whatsoever 
for the said Neck of land and premises. 

In testimony whereof wee have caused the great Seal of 
our said province to be hereunto affixed. 

Witnesse our said Trusty and Well beloved Collonell Ben- 
jamin ffletcher Our said Capitain Generall and Governour in 
Chief of Our province of New Yorke and the Territories 
Depending thereon in America and Vice Admirall of the 
same, Our Lieut and Commander-in-Chief of the Militia and 
of all the forces by sea and land within our Collony of Con- 
necticut and of all the fforts and places of strength within the 
same. In Councill at N&v Yorke the second day of June in 
the ninth year of our Reigne Anno Domo 1697. 

Ben ffletcher. 
(Seal) 


By His Excellency’s Command 
David Jamison. 


DD pec. 


Secy’s office Province of New Yorke. 
Entered upon Records in the book of Patents begunn 1695. 
Pag. 127, 128 & 129 by this Exceley’s warrant. 
David Jamison. 
Sec’y. 
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EDITORIAL NOTE 


The history of the various manorial and other colonial land 
grants in the vicinity of Islip, Long Island, is somewhat con- 
fused and needs considerabie further study. It has been ditf- 
ficult to understand why Stephanus Van Cortlandt, who was 
being given a princely manorial grant on the Hudson should 
on almost the same day be interesting himself in a compara- 
tively small and out of the way grant on the south shore of 
Long Island which in the manorial deed was described as being 
only of one hundred and fiity acres. 

Other deeds of the same period must be studied in this con- 
nection, and especially the contracts with the Indians. On Sep- 
tember 26, 1692, a license was granted to Colonel Stephanus 
Van Cortlandt to purchase a neck of land from the Indians 
called Saghtekoos. 

This license reproduced here in photostat begins as follows: 
“Whereas Col. Stephen Courtlandt hath by his Petition set 
forth that the native Indians of Siquetach on Long Island are 
indebted unto him the sums of fourty pounds which debt they 
are not otherways able to pay than by the sale of a vacant neck 
of land on the south side of Long Island called Saghtekoos 
which he is desirous to purchase and improve provided he 
may have their Matys Grant for the lands under the seal of 
the Province & such moderate quitrent as shall be agreed upon 
in Council.” 

On the strength of this license Colonel Van Cortlandt 
acquired the property from the Indians by deed dated October 
1, 1692, for the consideration of £45. 

On November 21, 1699, a number of the Indian sachems 
sold to Van Cortlandt a large tract of land running on the 
north side of the land already owned by him for three miles 
and called Apple Tree Neck or Wicke.* 

For convenience ot reference the complete text of this 
Indian deed is given here: 

“To all Christian People To whome these presents shall 
come. Wee wawana wihan sachim of Sequetach Nippanich & 
Sippanwu and Machtuck & Charlis pampatt tushan & wil- 


* There is a village in England called Apple Tree Wicke but this 
place seems to have had no connection with the Long Island settlement. 
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liam machtsirrow Moxin narrowas .. willebreans mamahunt 
taontonenim. naturall owners and propritors off a certaine 
tract of Land hereafter menton® send Greeting know ve that 
wee the wawana wihan sachim of Sequetach Nippanich & 
Sippanwu and Machtuck & Charlis pampatt tushan & william 
machtsirrow Moxin narrowas . . willebreans mamahunt 
taontonenim for and in considiration of the some of fiveteen 
pounds corrant monny of New York to us in hand paid at & 
before the Ensealing & Deleavering here of by Stephin van 
Cortlandt his heires and Asnngs? for Ever have Granted 
bargained and sould and by these presents doe Grant bar- 
gane and sell unto the said Stephin van Cortlandt all thatt a 
Certaine tract or parcell of Land scituate Lying and being att 
the South Syde of Nassauw Yland in the County of Suffolck 
to the north Syde of the Land of the said Stephin V. Cort- 
landt called Appletre Neck beginning fr the north East corner 
of said Cortlandts Land along the swamp northerly thre 
English miles and allso from the nord west corner off S* Cort- 
lands Land along the swamp and allso thre miles being 
bounded on the South by the Indian path and Land of said 
Cortland on the west by the swamp so far the same runns and 
from the End of the swamp into the wood Due north to the 
End of the thre miles above menton? and on the East side by 
a swamp so far the same runns and from the End of the swamp 
northerly in the wood to the End of the thre milles afore ment 
and then westherly to the End of the thre miles which makes 
the westherly bounds of the said Land together with all the 
three woods underwoods meadows rivoletts swamps pastures 
and all othere the Appurtenancis to the said Land belonging 
or appurtaining TO HAVE AND TO HOULD the said tract 
of Land & primisses unto the said Stephin van Cortlandt his 
heires ExecutorsAdministrators & Asnngs for Ever and wee 
the above named Indians natuerall Proprietors of the Above 
menton® Land Doe by these presents Engage to the said Cort- 
land his heires & Assngs to Defend the title of ye Lands 
against all person or personse whatsoever. In testimony 
whereof we have hereunto sett our hands and seales this one 
and twintith Day of november in the Eleventh Yeare of 
the Reigne of our Souveragne Lord william the third King of 
England & An® D® one thousand Six Hundred ninetie nine. 


Here follow the marks and seals of the Indians - 
mentioned above. 
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N. York. the 21. November 1699 the within Deed of seale was 
sealed and Delevered by the within Indians in the presents 
of us. 

Hendrick Metzelaer 

Jan Breetsted 

Gerritt Schuyler.” 


On March 2, 1705, for £100, Olaf, Philip and Stephen Van 
Cortlandt, of New York, Gentlemen, sold to John Mowbray, 
a tailor or teacher, of Southampton, also described as of 
“Awixa”™ in the County of Suffolk. a certain neck of Land on 
the south side of Long Island called by the Indians Campawis 
extending northwest from the Indian path five English miles 
bounded south by the sea, east by a neck called Mispotuck ; 
also all the certain neck called by the Indians Mispotuck Neck, 
bounded south by the sea, west adjoining to Apple Tree Neck, 
north by Huntington farms and east by other lands. Campawis 
Neck was sold by John Mowbray and Ruth his wife, to Amos 


- Willetts of Islip for £200, July 31, 1712.* 


The petition of Mowbray states that in 1695 Ebenezer Will- 
son, Esq., obtained from Gov. Fletcher a license to purchase a 
certain tract of land from the Indians. Mowbray bought the 
assignment of this license in 1701 by virtue of which he pur- 
chased some land from the Indians and some from the Van 
Cortlandts. 

Mowbray’s grant from the Governor was a manorial grant 
expressly stating that the property was granted “in free and 
common soccage’’, and consequently entitles it to be enrolled 
among the minor manors of New York, but it is uncertain 
whether this privilege is considered as a part of the earlier 
Van Cortlandt manor grant of Sagtikos or is to be treated as a 
separate manor. 

Another grant also specifically giving manorial tenure was 
granted on December 5, 1684, by Governor Thomas Dongan 
to William Nicoll for vast tracts of land near the Van Cort- 
landt property at Apple Tree Neck.* me 

M. S. 


* Pelletreau, History of Long Island, 1903, II. pp. 243, 244. 
* Pelletreau, History of Long Island, 1903, II. p. 245. 
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